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Todd Haley’s dad played for the Steelers Adidas Jonathan Drouin Jersey , so he grew up in a household
where enemy lines were clearly defined.
”I hated the Browns,” Haley said.
Not anymore.
Article continues below ...
After six successful seasons guiding one of the NFL’s most high-powered offenses in Pittsburgh, Haley
is starting anew in Cleveland with the winless Browns, a team he once reviled but always respected.
Haley was hired last month by Browns coach Hue Jackson, who after two seasons of handling
coordinator duties, is turning over both his offense and play calling to the former Kansas City head
coach. It’s another new challenge for Haley, who was dismissed by the Steelers in the ugly aftermath of
their playoff loss to Jacksonville.
Haley opened his introductory news conference on Wednesday by touting a few of his accomplishments
during ”six really good years” coaching stars Ben Roethlisberger, Antonio Brown and Le’Veon Bell with
the Steelers, but then made it clear he has moved on.
”I’m looking forward,” he said, ”not back.”
For Haley, the Browns, coming off a historic 0-16 season, present a new challenge in a coaching career
that has had other tests. Following his departure in Pittsburgh, Haley said he was attracted to the
Cleveland gig because of his familiarity with Jackson, working with new general manager John Dorsey
and bringing back the Browns, who are just 1-31 the past two seasons.
”I had some options Adidas Filip Forsberg Jersey , but this really appealed to me – the challenge aspect
of it,” he said. ”I think there are pieces in place to be successful. I went out to Arizona to be a
coordinator, and Arizona had not had much success.
”A lot of people thought I was crazy for leaving Dallas when I did, but man, when you are a part of
turning it around and having success, playing in big games and having success in big games, there is
nothing like it.
”That is what appealed to me – the challenge and the people I was going to be working alongside of.”
Haley felt the same way in Pittsburgh, almost up to the time that the Steelers chose not to renew his
contract, cutting him loose three days after the AFC North champions were beaten 45-42 by the
Jaguars. Haley had been criticized for several decisions in that loss, most notably two fourth
down-and-short plays that the Steelers failed to convert.
There’s no second-guessing in Cleveland. At least not yet.
Haley has spent the past few weeks familiarizing himself with the Browns’ roster, which is expected to
undergo some major changes this offseason through free agency and the NFL draft.
The Browns own the Nos. 1 and 4 overall picks and will likely use the first choice to select a quarterback.
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Haley didn’t bite when asked if he preferred USC’s Sam Darnold, UCLA’s Josh Rosen, Oklahoma’s
Baker Mayfield or Wyoming’s Josh Allen, the consensus top QBs available.
However, Haley said it’s exciting to be in position to get one of them.
”When you have a couple of really high picks like we do, it is a great opportunity,” he said. ”As my father
always said to me Adidas Pekka Rinne Jersey , `When you are picking in the top 10, Todd, you better be
right most of the time.’ That will be the challenge for everybody involved.”
Dick Haley played cornerback for the Steelers from 1961-64, and stayed in pro football after retiring as a
player personnel director for Pittsburgh and the New York Jets.
Todd Haley learned at an early age about the Browns-Steelers rivalry, and for the first time he’s on the
other side of it.
The enemy has changed.
”I always want to beat whoever we are playing,” he said. ”Blood is thicker than water. Everybody always
asked me, we had Steelers stuff stocked up for six years, and people are amazed that when you go
somewhere else, you put it in a box and see who wants it.”
—
Aaron Nola will get to pitch in front of his home fans in Philadelphia a final time Wednesday before he
likely gets the chance to pitch in the All-Star Game later this month.
Nola will be on the mound as the Phillies close out a brief, two-game set with the Baltimore Orioles at
Citizens Bank Park. The game, which is Philadelphia’s final home contest before the All-Star break, will
start at 4:05 p.m. on the holiday.
Nola (10-2, 2.48 ERA) has been dominant all season for the Phillies, but he has been especially good at
home. The 25-year-old is 7-0 with a 1.77 ERA and 0.911 WHIP in eight starts at Citizens Bank Park this
season.
Nola, who has never pitched against Baltimore, has not surrendered more than three earned runs in any
of those home starts. Last Thursday, he gave up one run on five hits and two walks and struck out eight
in 7 2/3 innings against the Washington Nationals. Nola got the win in the Phillies’ 4-3 victory.
“I actually thought he got stronger as he inched towards the end of the game Adidas P.K Subban Jersey
,” Phillies manager Gabe Kapler told MLB.com regarding Nola. “Even there in the last inning,
somewhere around that 105-pitch mark, it almost seemed like he was getting sharper.”
The Phillies are 29-16 at home after Tuesday night’s 3-2 win against the Orioles. Philadelphia has more
home wins than any team in the National League, but after Wednesday the club won’t play at Citizens
Bank Park again until July 20.
The Phillies will try to get their 30th home win of the season against Orioles rookie Yefry Ramirez.
A right-hander, Ramirez (0-1, 2.89) will be making just the second start of his major league career. The
24-year-old went 4 1/3 innings against the Boston Red Sox on June 13, giving up three runs on four hits
while striking out six in his first start.
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Ramirez threw five scoreless innings of relief against the Seattle Mariners last Thursday in his only other
big league appearance. He had a 3.88 ERA and averaged 9.0 strikeouts per nine innings in 14 starts
with Triple-A Norfolk this season.
“I don’t want to broadcast it for the other team, but the changeup,” Orioles manager Buck Showalter told
the Baltimore Sun when speaking about Ramirez’s strong points. “Hitters are so much more in swing
mode, so to speak, up here. It’s because they’re good hitters. That’s why they’re in the big leagues. …
He’s having a good year down there.”
The Orioles have lost eight of their last nine games and are 0-2 against the Phillies this season. At 24-60
they have the worst record in baseball. Baltimore did not lose its 60th game of the 2017 season until
Aug. 13.
Philadelphia, meanwhile, has won three games in a row and five of its last six. At 46-37, the Phillies
have a chance to go 10 games over .500 for the first time this season with another win.
Wednesday marks the third straight season the Phillies have played a home game on the Fourth of July.
They lost to the Pittsburgh Pirates on the holiday last year.
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